MikeTucker “Broken Cisterns” 9/29/03
Song # 500, 184 Jer. 2:11(b)-13 Inv. # 655
Intro.

A. There is a certain special fellowship in laughing together & in crying together. (Rom. 12:15)
1. We grow closer to those who share with us in joyous times of celebration, or the depths of sorrow.
2. We not only learn much about a person by what makes them very happy or sad, but we also learn a great
deal of prospective about certain situations by observing how those we respect react to those situations.
B. As Bible study paints a portrait of men like Jeremiah, Peter, & even Jesus, observe many special things
about their character & teachings.
1. One thing we find those just mentioned had in common was the tears that they shed were over the
problems resulting from sin.
a. With Peter, tears were shed over his own sinful weakness that caused him to deny Christ Lk 22:62
b. Jesus shed tears in sympathy with loved ones who mourned passing of Lazarus, Jn. 11:35
c. Jeremiah & Jesus cried over the lost condition of God’s children in Jerusalem, Lk. 19:41; Jer.9:1-3
2. Johnny Ramsey suggests 5 reasons tears flowed for Israel:
a. More patriotic than pious .d. more pride than power
b. More pretense than purity .. more pompous than prayerful
c. More promise than performance

C. Jeremiah depicts the sad situation of the Jews with an analogy that deserves observation: broken cisterns.
Discuss.

I. Setting the *“Cisterns” in Their Place.
A. Jer. tells of Israel’s ingratitude, contrasting her infidelity with God’s fidelity.
1. carelessness & sin brings on consequences, which eventually produced 70 yrs. Babylonian captivity
2. Inour text, Jer. pens a portrait of Israel’s unfaithfulness & why that was very offensive to God.
a. Like the heathen nations, she had committed spiritual adultery, joining herself to idol gods.
b. While doing so, she had deserted the only God who can satisfy the man’s spiritual needs.
B. Cisterns are common throughout Palestine, especially upper Galilee.
1. [If rainfall is light, the cisterns are dry much of the time, & many of them leak perpetually, even if out
of solid rock (e.g., imagine the work required to carve such). [of earth or stable]
2. Those holding water are usually discolored (i.e., soap suds), have a horrid taste”, & are worm infested.
C. The Fount of Every Blessing had been supplying all Judah’s needs, just as He had promised, & they had
gained prestige & strength in the process.
1. Now the Israelites had forsaken God —— sharing their allegiance with idols.
2. c. Like Bill Gates being delusional, imagining ‘self a pauper, & hiding $ in a mattress to avoid utter
destitution.
3. Israel would settle down into the worst excesses of heathen worship, & suffer the consequences.

Il. ALL MEN NEED SPIRITUAL REFRESHMENT. (PCC, “Jeremiah”)
A. Man possesses an instinctive appreciation for a Supreme Being, Rom. 1:20
1. Being made in the image of God, we have a conscience & a rational ability whereby we realize an
obligation to our creator, & we have a sense of moral oughtness towards our fellowman.
2. Therefore, we have a thirst to know more about God & how we might please Him. (Mt. 5:6)
B. God is the Fountain that satisfies our thirst (Psa. 63:1; 42:1-2; Jer. 17:13)
1. Physical thirst grows due to heat, labor, disease, or chemistry (i.e., salt)
2. Spiritual thirst intensifies in trials temptations, disappointments & sometimes flows from guilt of sin.

I1. TRYING TO SATISFY THIRSTS IMPROPERLY INJURES THE SOUL.
A. Physically, many beverages never quench the thirst, and many are even harmful.
1. Pure water is the most satisfying thirst-quencher.
2. Itis also the primary drink our body needs.




B. The Lord (i.e. His Word — His Truth — His Work — His Worship — His Church — His Rest) is what we need!
1. Psa. 36:7-9

2. Prov. 3:5-6
3. Comparison is made in Jer. 17:5-8 showing the contrast between one who puts his trust in the Lord.

IV. THE MARVEL OF UNBELIEF (why can’t God’s people be satisfied with His provisions?)
A. ldolatries (i.e. false worship) “reflect & pamper human desires & ideas, & enter into the whole constitution
of the people. They undermine the moral life & spiritual strength, & flourish upon the decay they make.”
1. Isa. 1:4-6 gave an accurate evaluation of the condition of God’s people in his day.
2. Itis strange how some will cling to with reverence that which only appears to be good, while setting
aside that which has been proven to be good. (1 Thes. 5:17)
3. It’s almost unbelievable that God is forsaken because He was the very “Glory” of Israel, Jer. 2:11
B. How do you account for such unbelief?
1. The near-sightedness of man (i.e. the influence of the here & now, the temporal)
a. David had been delivered countless times from harm by God, 1 Sam. 27:1
b. 1 Kgs. 19:4 Elijah, In spite of all his miracles & testimony he had given, he sighed, Let me die.
2. The demands of true religion. (deny self, be diligent, endure patiently — a living sacrifice.)
Concl.
A. The Fountain of Living Waters still flows & is the (only) source of living water (Jn. 4:10).
1. If you want to be saved from your sins & become a child of God, you need to trust & obey...
2. If you are a child of the King who, like Israel of old, has forsaken the Fountain of living waters, come back.
B. We are standing to sing this song as an encouragement to you.

For Followup Discussion & Application: Need to recognize some of the “Broken Cisterns” of our day:

Who is my brother?

What is a false teacher?

What is worship?

What must | do to be saved? (Is baptism really essential?)

Besides the contribution on the Lord’s day, how may we raise $$$ to do the Lord’s work?
What are women permitted to do in worship?

Does baptism wash away ALL sin?

What constitutes adultery?



