


PULPIT PREVIEW — FEBRUARY 4, 2007
Worship AM — A Successful Church
Worship PM — Guest Speaker

GREETERS — FEBRUARY 4, 2007
Tommy & Susan Barton
Don & Wanda Canter

SUNDAY — FEBRUARY 4, 2007
e Flower Fund Sunday. The
baskets will be out in the foyers.
e Visitation Team #1 will meet after
the evening services.
e General Business Meeting after
the evening services.

SICK LIST
Della Satterwhite has been dismissed
from the hospital is now at Mills Manor.

Colene Pryor has been dismissed from
the hospital and is at Morningside.

Donna (Dublin) Drake has been
dismissed from the hospital and is now at
home.

Gail Carter is sick at home with strep
throat.

In Jackson Purchase Medical Center:
o Mildred Helm, George Glover’s
mother, is in room 316.
e John Larry Travis is in room 417.

REPSONSE

George Harper responded to the
invitation on Sunday evening saying that
he needed the prayers of the church.

BIRTH ANNOUNCEMENT
Congratulations to Larry & Margaret
Baldwin and Tom & Sharon Elam on the
birth of a granddaughter, Lucy Anne
Baldwin. Lucy was born on Monday,
January 29" and weighed 7 pounds and 1
ounce. The proud parents are Shawn and
Laura Baldwin. The great-grandparents
are Gene & Ondine Baldwin.

CARD
Please accept our gift you your library in
honor of Mother’s (Farrar Gargus) 97"
birthday and in appreciation of your
continuing acts of love for her.
With our gratitude,
Norma Dill & Kay
Lockhart
Thanks for all the cards, calls, visits, food,
and for keeping me in your prayers.
In Christian Love,
Jeanette Chandler

VISITATION PROGRAM

It is hard to believe that a year has gone
by since the new visitation began. During
this past year there were: 353 visits, 166
cards mailed, 50 phone call, 3 letters
written, and 7 visits made with food.
This was all made possible because of
the dedication of every person each of the
visitation teams. | would like to thank
each of you for this ministry a success. If
you would like to join a visitation team,
please see Robert Copeland. Thanks!

What Makes A Church A Family of God?

The Greek word for church, ekklesia, literally means an assembly. Any group
assembled in one place can be rightly called a church. The angry mob at Ephesus
(Acts 19:32), and a court of law (Acts 19:39) are both described by the term “ekklesia.”
Therefore, every church is not a family of God. So what makes a church a family of
God?

First, a family of God is a group of people who have the same Father, God (see
Hebrews 2:11). Since the father is clearly shown to be the head of the house
throughout the scripture (see Genesis 12:1; 20:13; et. al.), we can understand that he
is the one with authority. Therefore, the family of God works and serves under the
authority of their Father, God. Everything the church does in service, worship, and
organization must have His approval.

Second, a family of God must be characterized by sacrificial love for one
another (1 John 3:10,17; 4:20,21). The apostle Paul emphasizes this loving
relationship in detail in Romans 12:9-16: The love of a family of God is genuine (v.9).
A family of God is devoted to one another (v.10), we help supply the needs of each
other (v.13), we pray for each other (vs.12, 14), we rejoice and weep with each other
(v.15), and we humble ourselves before one another (v.16).

Third, a family of God forgives one another. When a brother or sister sins, the
family already has a forgiving spirit. Each one stands waiting for the sinner to repent
(cf. Luke 15:11-24). We do not resent them. We love them. We do not hold a grudge
against them. We pray for them.

How can | be a part of the family of God? We can see those sharing the love
and support reviewed above throughout the book of Acts. The first time we see this
kind of love an support is immediately following the sermon recorded in Acts chapter 2,
in which Peter said, “Repent and let each of you be baptized in the name of Jesus
Christ for the forgiveness of your sins” (Acts 2:38). “Those who had received his word
were baptized; and there were added that day about three thousand souls” (Acts 2:41).
Then they began sharing and loving one another as a the family of God (see Acts
2:44-46; 4:32,34)

FHU LECTURESHIPS

GOOD MEDICINE

Mike Tucker and Jerry & Marilla Steele
will be out of town next week for the
Lectureships at Freed-Hardeman
University. Please remember them in
your prayers as they travel.

These sentences actually appeared in
church bulletins or were announced in
church services:

e The peacemaking meeting
scheduled for today has been
rescheduled due to a conflict.

e Forthose of you who have
children and don’t know it, we
have a nursery downstairs.



