


PULPIT PREVIEW – MARCH 5, 2006 
Worship AM – High Fidelity (Joshua) 
Worship PM – When Each Part Works 
Properly – Ephesians 4:15-16 
 
GREETERS – MARCH 5, 2006 
Jerry & Marilla Steele, Royce & Liz Smoot 
 
SUNDAY – MARCH 5, 2006 

• Flower Fund Sunday.  The 
baskets will be out in the foyers. 

• Elders’ & Deacons’ Meeting after 
the evening services. 

• Visitation Team #1 will meet after 
the evening services. 

• Senior Youth Devotional after 
the evening services. 

 
SICK LIST 
Kathryn Foster, Luke Kirschbaum, 
Rudy Thorpe, and Rosetta Cox have 
been dismissed from the hospital. 
 

In Jackson Purchase Medical Center: 
• Pat Dawson is in room 430. 
• Shirley Dawson is in ICU. 
• Audreanna West is in room 306. 

 
 

Wayne & Joy Malone are in Michigan, 
Wayne’s mother suffered a stroke and 
they have gone to stay with her. 
 
**If you are in the hospital and have a 
different name than most people know 
you by, please let the office know. 
 
RESPONSE 
Shirley Rhea responded to the invitation 
on Sunday evening stating that she 
needed prayers for strength and 
forgiveness.  We commend Shirley for her 
dedication to the Lord and His church. 

CARDS 
Dear Northside Christian friends, 
I thank each of you for your concern, 
prayers, visits, phone calls, and the 
Ladies’ Visitation group, your visit and 
concern are greatly welcomed. 
   Jack Haley 
Thank you so much for the beautiful 
flowers sent for my dad’s service.  Thank 
you, too, for the wonderful food and the 
many cards and prayers on our behalf.  
We deeply appreciate every act of 
kindness. 
   Margaret Baldwin 
Thank you so much for the balloon and 
bear that were sent to Luke while he was 
in the hospital.  Also, thanks for the 
continued prayers for Luke and his 
recovery. 
   Love, 
 Michael, Kara, Eli, and Luke 
 
THANKS 
Very special thanks to all of those who 
stayed after church on Wednesday to help 
stuff and label the bulletins.  You will 
never know how much it means to me!  
Thanks, Kara 
 
BAPTISM 
We rejoice with Wade Smith on his 
decision to obey the gospel on Monday 
evening.  Wade is the son of Greg and 
Pam Smith and the grandson of Pat 
Wilson.  We welcome Wade to God’s 
family at Northside! 
 
LIBRARY 
The book More Than a Feeling – Worship 
That Pleases God by Jimmy Jividen has 
been donated to the library in honor of 
Rudy Thorpe. 

 Serial Relationships 
 

 Many of you are old enough to recall the serial “westerns” at the movies 
– a story would unfold onscreen, week after week, encouraging the audience 
to return and follow the saga.  For those of us who are younger, it might be 
helpful to know that it was that type of serial that George Lucas tried to 
emulate when he began the “Star Wars” saga. 
 According to Webster’s New Collegiate Dictionary, a serial is something 
“appearing in successive parts or numbers.”  This succession is evident, as in 
the cases of infamous mass murderers now known as serial killers.  There is 
another type of serial however that I have observed over the years:  a serial 
relationship.  It is nothing new – Jesus encountered it when he lived on earth.  
(See John 4:1-42). 
 Some serial relations are in the realm of friendship.  A person goes out, 
meets others, and make friends.  Time passes, and their part of the friendship 
is “heavy” on the reliance aspect of friendship – they unburden themselves 
emotionally, borrow or take things physically, and then, move on to other 
friends – and the same type of relationships. 
 Some serial relationships are in the realm of marriage.  A person meets 
someone and marries them (usually with little or no preparation).  Time passes 
– rather than living responsibly and looking after the needs of their mate, they 
selfishly look for more and more self-fulfillment.  Finally, the day comes when 
they think the marriage has gone far enough, and they move on – usually to 
another marriage of the same type. 
 Some serial relationships are in the church.  A person searches and 
searches for “the perfect church.”  They have their own ideas about what the 
church should be (namely, providing self-fulfillment and/or enjoyment).  Once 
they find a congregation, they settle in for a while – only to come to a point 
where they see that the church 1) is not perfect and 2) does not cater to their 
every whim, and they move on – to find another church.   
 Have you noticed a pattern?  Serial relationships are self-centered 
relationships – lasting until the person sees no more possibility of self-
fulfillment.  A Christ-centered relationship on the other hand, looks to fulfill the 
needs of others (and in so doing, finds his own fulfilled).  It is described this 
way:  “Love...is not selfish...endures all things, love never dies (1 Corinthians 
13:4-8, McCord).  That’s the kind of relationship we need to build. 

~Lance Cordle 
 


